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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown, San Francisco, for the week ended 

September 3, 1904- 

The following- is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, 
under date of September 5: 

Week ended September 3. 

Buildings reinspected 251 

Rooms 1,668 

Persons inspected 2, 203 

Sick 15 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary j . . 12 

Dead examined 6 

Necropsies 3 

Rats examined bacteriologically 89 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 371 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 17 

Blocks covered with Danysz virus and phosphorus poison 

Investigation of reported plague cases at Bisbee, Ariz. — Report 

unfounded. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Gustetter reports, August 23, as follows: 

I have the honor to submit the following report of my visit to Bis- 
bee in compliance with Bureau letter of August 10, 1904, directing me 
to visit Bisbee, Ariz., to investigate rumors as to the prevalence of 
bubonic plague in that place. 

Upon my arrival at Bisbee I interviewed Doctor Broderick, the city 
and county health officer. He showed me the records of the Copper 
Queen Hospital covering the past six months. During the month of 
March, 1904, the records showed 18 cases of pneumonia, all of which 
presented only the typical signs and symptons of pneumonia. Most 
of the men affected were alcoholics, and the mortality was about 30 
per cent. The Doctor informed me that the number of pneumonia 
cases treated on the outside by private practitioners did not exceed 20 
cases, and that the mortality of those cases was only a trifle higher. 

Since March there have been only a few isolated cases of pneumo- 
nia. The doctors all seem to be at a loss to account for the popular 
rumor circulated to the effect that these cases died of "black heart" 
instead of pneumonia. They claim that there were no symptoms pres- 
ent except those ordinarily found in cases of pneumonia. 
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